
♠♥♦♣ TO DRAW OR NOT♠♥♦♣ 

You’ve dealt yourself this 26 HCP hand – more than your share:    

        

         

 

You open 2♣ and after partner responds 2♦, waiting, you rebid your 5-card major – 

2♠. 

Now partner shows support for your Spades, bidding 3♠.  What is your next bid? 

 

There is no sense asking for key cards.  You have all 5 of them.  Plus you have the 

♠Q. Your Losing Trick Count is 2.  Surely partner will have 1 card to cover those 2 

losers.  You just bid ♠6.  
 

West leads the ♦Q, and you see the dummy: 

 

       

  West’s Lead: ♦Q 

       

 

How do you intend to take 12 tricks? 

Assuming Spades break normally, you have 5 Spades, 1 Heart, 2 Diamonds and 3 

Clubs.  You are 1 trick short.   



All is well as long as Clubs break 3-3.  That will give you an extra Club trick.  But the 

probability of that break is only 35%.  A 4-2 break is almost 50%.  That is what you 

must plan for on this deal. That means you have to ruff the 4th spade in the dummy. 

But that brings up the questions of drawing trump.  You will have to play 3 rounds of 

trump, at a minimum.  So if you draw trump first, the dummy will be exhausted of 

Spades and you won’t get that 10th trick. But if you don’t pull trump, the defender 

with the short Clubs will ruff your third Club. 

The answer is “partial draw.”  You play the ♠AK and hope the player with the 3rd 

Spade is also the one with the 4th Club. If the Clubs and Spades are reversed, you will 

go down.  But, if so, there is no way this hand can be made.  When only 1 line of play 

will work, you must take it. 

This is the entire deal:   

                                                                                                                                                                                             

   

           

You can see how this hand should be played by clicking on this link: 

https://tinyurl.com/y3jpfpcr , or copy and paste it into your browser. Click on the “Next” 

button on the bottom to advance through each trick. If you don’t want to see the 

opponents hands, click on the white area in the South hand before you start.  

Alternatively, by clicking on “Play” you can play all four hands and see if you can 

make the hand on your own.    
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